40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Week6 Devotions
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Dear Fellow Shipmate:

Welcome aboard!

You are about to embark on a journey to a brave new &aldorld of
experiencing God in lifehanging ways. It is not a wortif buying and keeping,
but of receiving and sharing, a world iotused on fleeting pleasures and
momentaryhappiness, budiscovering true contentment and everlasting joy.

To make this journey more meaningful and memorable, | inviteéytake
this journey with others. This trip is designed to be ahaldson-deck
experience. Be sure to include any familgmbersfriends, Bible study group, or
people from church with you on thsurney since what you discover will change
all of your lives forever!

When our family went through this booklet, we went throughdtaky
readings and financial quotes togethexclitday we prayeabout what God was
teaching us. We talked about the results ftbenweekly projects. We discussed
some of the weekly questionsanr family and also with a group at church. All of
us were impacteldy this life-changing journey in posite ways.

So, by invitation of the King of Kings, | welcome you aboardae of the
most adventurous and dxperienddlaijonrgeyfoaur neys
more generous life.

| look forward to seeing you on the far shore!

Brian Kluth
Pastor and Founder afww.MAXIMUMQgenerosity.org

Just tell me what to do and | wil|l do
obey. Make me walk along the right paths, for | know how delightfuldadly
areae

Psalm 119:335
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Day 36
When you help the poor and needy,
donodét do i1t for public

Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:

Matthew 6:24( Jesus sai d) AdAWhen yanooungditwwgh t o t I
trumpets, as the hypocrites do in the synagoguesmtite streets, to be honored

by men. | tell you the truth, they haxeceived their reward in full. But when you

give to the needy, do not hgbur left hand know what your right hargldoing, so

that your givingmay be in secret. Then your Father, who sees what is done in

secretwi | | reward you. o

Matthew 23:56( Jesus said) fAEverghdwétghdhelyode
sit at the head table at banquets and indservedpews n t he synagogue

Luke 16:1 Jesus said) AYou we apublieoybun@d!| e, pi
knows your evil hearts. Your pretense brings kionor from the people, but it is
an abomination in the sight of God. o TL

John 5:44You gladly honoe ach ot her, but Yawath@tondt c
comes from the only God! TLB

John 12:43They loved praise from men more than praise from God.
He who bestows his goods upon the mhall have as much again,

and ten times more.
John Bunyan

Prosperily inebriates men, so that thiake delights in their own merits.
John Calvin
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Birthday Presents For Jesus At Christmas

Every Christmas, my family would rea
birth before our children got to open their Christmas presents. We would
always remind them it was Jesuso birthd
year, we realized if 1t's Jesuso6 birthd
giving any gifts to Jesus? The Bible says when you give to the least of
these, you're giving to the LORD. So, this past Christmas, we gave each of
our children a specific amount of money, which was worth far more than
the Christmas presents they'd be opening in a few minutes. We then gave
them a list of needy people and missionaries. Each of them had to then
choose and tell everyone how they were going to give the money they had

as a Christmas present to Jesus. Afterwards, we opened our gifts.

This is a true story in a series of radio spots by Brian Kluth of www.GiveWithJoy.org and www.kluth.org

We should donate HELP FEED

\_some ham and eggs.

7 Foryou,it'sa "\
contribution. For
me, it would be a

total sacrifice.

Financial Funnies # 174 ® www.kluth.org/cartoons.htm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Day 37
Even your smallest acts of kindness
will be remembered and rewarded.

Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:

Matthew 10:42Jesus sai@l fAlf anyone gives even a cup of caléter to one of
these little ones because he is my disciple, | tell yoarthie, he will certainly not
lose his rewara.

Proverbs 19:1When you help the poor you are lending to the L-oadd he pays
wondeful interest on your loanTLB

Matthew 25:3740 The righteous will answer hind.ord, when didve see you
hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you somethirdyittk? When did we see
you a stranger and invite you in, or needohgthes and clothe you®hen did we
see you sick or in prison and govisit youdfirThe King will reply,d tell you the
truth, whatever you ditbr one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for
meod

Mark 12:4144 Jesus sat down opposite the place whereffieeings were put and
watched the crowd putting their money ithhe temple treasury. Many rich people
threw in large amounts. Butpmor widow came and put in two very small copper
coins, worth onha fraction of a penny. Calling his disciples to him, Jesus 8aid,
tell youthe truth, this poor widow has put more into the treasury than all the
others. hey all gave out of their wealth; but she, out of her povpttyin
everything- all she had to live on.

| shovel money out, and God shovels it back...
but God ha a bigger shovel!
Industrialist R.G. LeTourneau

He is no fool who gives what he cannot kieegain what he cannot lose.
Martyred Missionary Jim Elliot

©Brian Kluth. For additional generosity resources, go to www.MAXIMUMgenerosity.org Page5



40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Worker On Minimum Wage Donates $2,700

While our church was going through a building fund drive to purchase
a new building, a young woman asked if she could talk with me after
church. She told me that she only made minimum wage but she really
wanted to help financially with the building fund project. She said she had
an ugly necklace she would never wear that was given to her when her
wealthy aunt died. She was wondering if we could take the necklace to help
with the building fund drive. | told he
she could sell the necklace and give the proceeds to the building fund.
Within a few weeks, she was able to sell the necklace and she joyfully gave
a $2,700 donation to the building fund drive!

This is a true story in a series of radio spots by Brian Kluth of www.GiveWithJoy.org and www.kluth.org

Financial Funnies #107 © www.kluth.org/cartoons.htm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Day 38
A main focus for your giving should
be your local church & ministry staff.

Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:

1 Corinthians 9:1114 If we have sown spiritual seed among yout teo much if

we reap a material harvest from yéuRond you knowthat those who work in the
temple get their food from the temple, ahdse who serve at the altar share in
what is offered on the altar? In tkame way, the Lord has commanded that those
who preach the gospshould receive their living from the gospel.

1 Timothy 5:17,1®astors who do their work well should be paid vaelll should
be highly appreciated, especially those who work habdtt preaching and
teaching. For the Scripture say®o not muzzldghe ox while it is treading out the
grainp andiiThe worker deserves higageso TLB

1 Corinthians 9:1CChristian workers should be paid by those thelp. Those
who do the plowing and threshing should expect ssimaee of the harvestLB

Galatians 6:6Those who are taught the Word of God should Hedir teachers by
paying themTLB

2 Chronicles 31:913 Hezekiah asked the priests about the halps;hief priest,
answerediiSince the people began to bring trantributions to the temple of the
LORD, we have had enougheat and plenty to spare, because the LORD has
blessed his peopland this great amount is left ov@mhey faithfully brought in
thecontributions, tithes and dedicated gifts.

Deuteronomy 129 Be careful not to neglect the Levites (ministas)ong as you
live in your land.

No church ever has a money problem,
only a faithfulness problem.
Brian Kluth
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Unexpected Bonus Fulfills A Faith Promise

Every year my church invited people to make an annual faith promise
to help support missions. One year, | felt prompted to make a $750 faith
promise. When the year was almost over, | discovered I'd only given $250
towards my $750 commitment. | was a salesman and I'd gone a whole year
without any sales! A few days before the last $500 was due on my faith
promi se, my boss asked me to come
anything all year, | was sure | was going to get fired. Instead, my boss gave
me a $500 sales bonus check for all my hard work and the cheerful attitude
|l al ways displayed. | was amazed!
had a sale in a year! | drove to the church rejoicing as | took the $500 the
LORD miraculously provided so | could fulfill my faith promise.

This is a true story in a series of radio spots by Brian Kluth of www.GiveWithJoy.org and www.kluth.org

We should donate HELP FEED

\_some ham and eggs.

/' Foryou,it'sa "\
contribution. For
me, it would be a

total sacrifice.

Financial Funnies # 174 @ www.kluth.org/cartoons. htm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Day 39
Building projects are worthy of your support.

Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:

Exodus 35:2%ll the men and women who were willing broughthe LORD
freewill offerings for allthe work the LORD through Mosésd commanded them
to do (for the Tabernacle).

1 Chronicles 29:1416 (Davidd prayer after people gave generouslg building
project)iBut who am |, and who are my people, thatsheuld be able to give as
generously athis? Everything comes frogou, and we have given you only what
comes from your hand. We aabens and strangers in your sight, as were all our
forefathers. Our daysn earth are like a shadow, without hope. O LORD our God,
as for allthis abundance that we have provided for building you a temple for
your Holy Name, it comes from your hand, and all of it belongs todyou.

Il Kings 12:712 King Joash summoned Jehoiada the priest andttiez priests

and asked thenfiwhy arer@ you repaing the damagdone to the

temple® Jehoiada the priest took a chest and bored aimdkelid. He placed it
beside the altar, on the right side as one etttereemple of the LORD. The priests
who guarded the entrance potio the chest all the moneyathwas brought to the
temple. Whenevdhey saw that there was a large amount of money in the chest,
the royalsecretary and priest came, counted the money that had been brought
into the temple of the LORD and put it into bags. When the ant@athbeen
determined, they gave the money to the men appointsdgervise the work on

the temple. With it they paid those who worl@dthe temple of the LORBthe
carpenters and builders, the masand stonecutters. They purchased timber and
dressed stone for thiepair of the temple of the LORD, and met all the other
expenses afestoring the temple.

The only investment | ever made whias paid consistently increasing dividends
Is the money | have given to the Lord.
James Kraft, Founder of Kraft Foods
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Milk For A Prisoner 6s 6 Ch

One day | was talking with Patrick at our church. He was one of 6
children being raised by their mother while their father was serving a multi-
year prison sentence. Somehow the subject of milk came up in our
conversation. Patrick mentioned he loved milk but at their house he and his
5 brothers and sisters didnoét get to ha
couldndét afford it. The LORD brought to
whoever gives even a cup of water to a child, will not lose his reward. |
went home and talked with my wife and we joyfully decided to purchase a
year o6s supply of milk that would be del
these 6 children could have milk without their mother having to worry about
the cost.

This is a true story in a series of radio spots by Brian Kluth of www.GiveWithJoy.org and www.kluth.org

Pastor, when it comes to giving
until it hurts, most people have
a very low threshold of pain. ¢

Building Fund:
Give Sacrificially

our 60"
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Financial Funnies # 141 © www.kluth.org/cartoons.htm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Day 40
God will show you other giving
opportunities worthy of your support.

Think about, discuss or pray about the verse that relates most to your life:

James 1:27The Christian who is pure and without fault, from Gle Fatheis
point of view, is the one who takes care of orphanssaddws, and who remains
true to the LordTLB

Job 29:12131 rescued the poor who cried for help, andfdtaerless who had
none to assist him. The man who was dylessed me; | made the wid@®heart
sing.

Matthew 10:42And if anyone gives even a cupapld water to onef these little
ones because he is my disciple, | tell you the truthyiheertainly not lose his
reward.

Hebrews 13:23 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so deioige people
have entertained angels without knowing itniRenberthose in prison as if you
were their fellow prisoners, and those whomarstreated as if you yourselves were
suffering.

Philippians 4:14(Paul said to the Christians in Phillipi) You had@ne right in
helping me in my present difficultyi.LB

Acts28:10They honored us in many ways and when we were reaslgil, they
furnished us with the supplies we needed.

Luke 14:1314When you give a banquet, invite the poor,¢hppled, the lame,
the blind, and you will be blessed. Although tleaynot repayou, you will be
repaid at the resurrection of thghteous.

You lave not lived until you haveode somethindor someone who can never
repay you.
John Bunyan 1688
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Factory workerods $500 mirac

Our 3-year-old church had a chance to buy a $2-million-dollar
building for only $500,000 if we could come up with the money in 90 days. |
told everyone in the church to be watching for unexpected financial
provisions in their life during this 90-day period. A factory worker, named
Mike, told me he thought it was stupid for me to tell people to look for
unexpected monies so people could give generously to the building project.
But the next week, Mikebs factory foren
gave Mike an envelope. Mike thought it was a pink slip saying he was
getting laid off or fired. But instead, it was a $500 bonus for his good work.
Mi ke coul dndot believe 1it. He had never
a bonus before. Mike joyfully gave all $500 to the 90-day building fund
project.

This is a true story in a series of radio spots by Brian Kluth of www.GiveWithJoy.org and www.kluth.org

Giving is up at First Church  [15% tithe required
since they adopted restaurant| for families of
tipping guidelines. 5 or more.

=

© www.kluth.org/cartoons.htm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

Practical Tips for Godlyifestyle Adjustments

O Check those that are good reminders for you:

A Live simply and within your means.Timothy 6:68
A Do not covet the possessions of othEssdus 20:17
A Follow this wise advicefilUse it up, wear it out, make it dor, do withoutd

A When considering making a purchase, ask your@@H:| really need this?
Learn to discern between your needs ymar wantsl1 Timothy 6:810, Hebrews
13:5

-~

A Examine your homa for evidence of hoardinguke 12:18

-~

A  Give away anything that owns yadatthew 19:21

A Do not fall for commercial advertisirigshop wisely basedn good counsel.
Proverbs 11:14

A Avoid fads; stick with the classics that are always in sGtdossian<:8,
Romans 12:2

A Analyze the cost of seemingly small expenditures, sueatiisg out, buying
brand name clothing, etc. These purchasesadd up to substantial sums of
money.Proverbs 27:2324

A In making major purchases, be sure to shop aroundya@prices, gain
knowledge, and get at least three prices or bédsre making your final decision.
Proverbs 24:45

A Actively deaccumulate by going through your closets, dravsersage spaces,
garage, basement, edatthew 6:1920

A Be willing to pray before making special purchases. Gaad the opportunity
to lead you or provide for you in amexpected but more affordable wayPeter
5:7
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

A Be willing to purchase or use posvned items. Oftentimggu can save

substantial money by getting what someone gitsgiously paid full price forJob
27:16, Proverbs 13:22

Adapted by permission of Harvest Bible Chapel in Rolling Meadows, IL
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life
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A PERSONAL LETTER TO THE LORD
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I want to thank vou for this 40-day journey and the following things
you have impressed upon my heart and life that I might live and give
more joyfully and generously than ever before;

85 & Brign Kluth wune MAXIMUMgenerosity.org
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

To order copies for $2.79 to $5.99,
go to: www.kluth.org/order.htm

Signature: Date:

If you have been meeting and discussing this devotional booklet with
your spouse, family, group, or class, take time to share highlights of what
you wrote in your letter OR read your letter out loud. Pray together after
evervone has shared.

ES. Kyou would like to send a note abost how God wused this booklet in your
life, please email Brign Klulk at 40days@kluth.org. THANK YOU!
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

A single document indicating who 8 to receive (or who
has been promised) specific family heirlooms and YES W MO
valuable personal possessions?

A current written will andfor estate plans that honors
the Lord by giving a portion of your financial resources YES W MO
to your church and favorite ministries and charities?

A single document that highlights your life legacy
{information about your growing up years, marriage,

major turning points, spiritual heritage, and life TE e
lessons) !
All of this information in one booklet and in one place? YES B MO

The checklist of 40+ things to do after a loved one dies? YES B MO

The biblical insights that helped shape your final

decisions? TE e

IF YOU ANSWERED “NO" TO ANY OF THESE QUESTIONS...

Visit Brian Kluth's website, listen to his sermon message on this subject,
andsor consider previewing and ordering the

“BECAUSE 1 LOVE YOU CHRISTIAN PLAMNING GUIDE."

In this manual you will find helpful
fill-inthe-blank forms and Biblical
insights that are available nowhere
elze. Thiz valuable manual can be
ordered and mailed to you OR you
can purchase it az an immediately
downloadable Microsoft Word
document.

To order, go to:
www. kluth.org/houseinorder. ibm

8a
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

An Additional Resource by Brian Kuth

/s Your /Lléﬁ{ma Y/ 0/7/6/‘.‘)

TAKE THIS 10 QUESTION QUIZ
TO FIND OUT

D{‘t’.s YO SLOUSE, c’dﬁc‘a(/ o7y

e Lo il bl ok
/(/lz/ / o Key /i(/t[l v members kave...

A single document that lists ALL of your financial
account numbers, insurance policies, pension, account
balances, investments, medical insurance, and important
login and password information?

A single document with the location of your most
important personal documents (in most households
this is over 30 documents)?

A single document with your near-the-end-of-y
medical wishes that your family can provide
personnel if you are incapacitated?

A single document with your detailed funeral wi

To order copies for $2.79 to $5.99,

85 go to: www.kluth.org/order.hitm
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40 Day Spiritual Journey to a More Generous Life

GENEROSITY RESOURCES
AND SPEAKING BY BRIAN KLUTH

Ren. Brian Kluth's generosily writing and speaking
minisfry has sirefched across America and fo over
100 counbries worldwide. Brian is a pastor in
Colorado Springs, Colovado.

Spiritmal Journey to a More Generous Life

DT Tl g 2 Lot
Rible Devotios T I. Tnaklet

This 40 day boollet is being used by churches, denominations,
and ministries to inspire greater generosity and increase giving.

1-25 copies (86.00 each), 2549 copies (55.00 each), 50-00 copies (55.40 each),
100-199 copies (54.00 each), 200-499 copies ($4.49 each), 500-990 copies
(82.00 each), I0-2499* copies ($3.40 each), 2500-5000* copies ($2.90 each),
Over S0 capies (Call for a special quote)

*MOTE ABOUT CUSTOMIZED COPIES: For orders aper 1000 copies, 4 pages of the oniside

inside booklel covers can be personalized, customized and redevigned for just §1/more per booklat

To order, go to:
www.GenerousLife.info or call 1-866-935-5884
If wom are calling from outside of the United States, phone: 719-930-4000

Downloadable Generosity Resources For articles and
resources to insplre generosity and increase giving, go to; www. khnth. orgd

Oinline Auadio 82 Video Generosity messages, Q&A, sermons, seminars,
and radio/ TV broadcasts and interviews, go to: wew. k. org/video.him

Free Generosity e N ewsletter For pastors, leaders, denomination
leaders, parachurch leaders, mﬂnﬂﬁmmles,gum:mldmjl.um
Media Inrerview s Brian has done interviews or been quoted on

generosity and charitable giving for NBC-TV, CBMN-TV, Kijlinger Personal
Finance magazine, NBC Dateline, Money Maifers Radio Program, major
newspapers and magazines, Chronicle of Frilanthropy, Christianily Tbmer
publications and many city/reglonal/ natl /infl talk shows. To preview
interviews or to schedule Brian, go to; weww. ldhuth. org/media. htm

Ly Lest S peain s Brian is available on a limited basis to come and preach on
Bummuaﬂmnrmn Christian?® and to do a “Because I Love You™
{see pir B5,/86) at larger churches. Go to: wew. GenerousLife. indo for
more details. Brian has been a keynote plenary speaker and seminar trainer for
thousands of pastors and leaders for many denominations, assoclations, proups,
conferences and events. For speaking Inquiries, email Brian at: hle@Ek ath.org

87 To order copies for $2.79 to 55.99,
go to: www.kluth.org/order.htm
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